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January — February, 1952 


LIFE, WORK, OF WOMEN 


The appointment of Miss 
Madeleine Barot as Secretary 
of the Commission on the 
Life and Work of Women 
in the Church, has been an- 
nounced by the World Coun- 
Fi cil Executive Committee. 

Miss Barot is well-known 
throughout Europe and America as the guiding 
Spirit of CIMADE, Christian service organiza- 
tion of Protestant youth which was set up first 
in France during World War II, to give help 
tO prisoners of war, refugees and displaced per- 
sons. Later young volunteers from different 
countries and churches participated in the pro- 
gram, which received financial help through the 
World Council of Churches Department of 
Inter-Church Aid. A number of young Ameri- 
Cans participated, with the backing of their 
denominations. The work was extended, as time 
went on, to include other countries and such 
services as kindergartens in devastated areas, 
student centers in overpopulated cities, educa- 
tional facilities for refugees. 

The Commission on the Life and Work of 
Women in the Church was authorized by the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Amsterdam in 1948, after a preliminary 
sutvey by Mrs. Samuel McCrea Cavert of the 
United States. (See account of Executive meet- 
iis—p: 5.) 
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U.S.A. CHURCHES DISCUSS 
1954 ASSEMBLY THEME 


The World Council of Churches, Conference 
of U.S.A. Member Churches, will meet March 
17-18, 1952, at Buck Hill Falls, Pa. A panel 
discussion of the theme of the Second Assem- 
bly will be chaired by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
with Dr. Robert L. Calhoun, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft and Dr. Walter Muelder participating. 
All four are members of the Advisory Commis- 
sion on the Theme of the Assembly. 

On the second day members will discuss the 
theme in three section meetings: (1) The faith 
which the Church proclaims, (2) The world 
situation today, (3) The church situation today, 
with a closing plenary session for section re- 
ports and roundup discussion. 

Dr. Visser t Hooft will give a general report 
on the World Council of Churches. Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam will tell of plans for the Sec- 
ond Assembly. Dr. O. Frederick Nolde will 
report on the Commission of the Churches for 
International Affairs. 

Preceding the general meeting on Monday, 
there will be meetings of the Executive Com- 
mittee and of the Central Department of Ecu- 
menical Relations of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


CONFERENCE OF U.S.A. MEMBER CHURCHES 
ANNUAL MEETING, BUCK HILL FALLS, PA., 
MARCH 17-18. 
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AEN TO AMERICA 


Dr. Reinold von Thadden, 
head of the Christian lay- 
men’s movement in Ger- 
many, was honored at a 
luncheon Tuesday, February 
19, at the Broadway Taber- 
nacle Church. The Juncheon 
was sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, Conference of U/S.A. 
Member Churches. Dr. von Thadden is a mem- 
ber of the World Council Central Committee. 
An estate farmer, doctor of jurisprudence, social 
worker, of pre-war Germany, he was inducted 
into the Nazi army and put in charge of occu- 
pation of an “enemy” town. Later he was in- 
vited back by the people of that area for a 
public reception in recognition of their grati- 
tude for his considerate regime. 


On the eastern front he was taken prisoner 
of the Russians, and literally nearly froze to 
death in a p.o.w. camp. He lost three sons, all 
his property, and with his wife and two re- 
maining sons, he had to start life anew as a 
refugee in West Germany. 


He is now the guiding spirit in the Kirchen- 
tag (laymen’s) movement which holds yearly 
“Church Days” and last year brought 300,000 
to 400,000 persons from all zones of Germany 
to a five-day Christian demonstration in Berlin. 


Dr. von Thadden is in the United States to 
participate in the North American Laymen’s 
Conference in Buffalo, N.Y., February 21-24 
(under the auspices of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Cana- 
dian Council.) The conference considered the 
theme suggested by the W.CC. Study Depart- 
ment, “The Christian and ae Daily Work.” 


OLD FRIENDS 


Pastor and Mrs. Martin Niemoeller arrived 
in New York via TWA, February 19, from 
Germany. They left immediately for Tampa, 
Florida, to speak under the auspices of the 
Florida Chain of Missionary Assemblies, at 
whose invitation they came to the United States. 
Pastor Niemoeller will also fill a number of 
speaking engagements on a coast to coast tour. 
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STAFF VISITS 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretar 
of the World Council of Churches, Genev: 
Switzerland, will arrive in this country, Marc 
7, to participate in the meeting of the USA 
Conference of Member Churches, March 17-1 
in Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (see p. 1). He will leay 
on March 21 for an official visit to South Afric: 
via South America, where he will lecture i 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and Buenos Aires, Aj 
gentina. 

Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Director of the Ea 
menical Institute, which is maintained by th 
World Council of Churches at Chateau de Bo: 
sey, near Geneva, Switzerland, has been holdin 
a series of conferences at the laymen’s trainin 
center at Parishfield, Michigan. On Februat 
21-24, he will take part in the North America 
Laymen’s Conference at Buffalo, New York. 

The Rev. Robert Tobias, Assistant Direct¢ 
of the Department of Inter-Church Aid of th 
World Council of Churches, Geneva, arrive 
in New York, February 16, en route to Lyon 
Kansas, where he will participate in the Di 
ciples of Christ’s “Week of Compassion.” H 
will also attend the World Council, Conferenc 
of U.S.A. Member Churches, meeting in Buc 
Hill Falls, Pa. Mr. Tobias will return to i 
March 20. 


VISEEOR FROM AMERICA 


The Rey. James H. Robi: 
son, Minister of the Churc 
of the Master and Direct 
of the Morningside Comm 
nity Center, New York Cit 
has just returned to Ne 
York City from a worl 
wide tour of student center 
He left New York City in August, 1951, and h: 
visited student work in Europe, the Near Ea: 
India, Pakistan, Japan, Thailand, Hong Kon 
and the Philippines. He returned via San Fra 
cisco, January 10, and has been speaking in vat 
ous American cities since that date. He w 
honored at a dinner in New York, on Februa 
18. On the program, at which the Rt. Re 
Henry Knox Sherrill presided, were the Ho 
John Foster Dulles and the Rev. Dr. Charl 
T, Leber 


YUGOSLAVIA—Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council and 
the Rev. Robert Tobias, Assistant Director of 
he Department of Inter-Church Aid, report 
recent discussions with Patriarch Vikentije, 
with officials of the Commission on Religious 
Affairs of the Federal Government and of the 
Republic of Serbia, and with the leaders of the 
Association of Orthodox Priests, on inter-church 
aid and the relationships of the churches to each 
other and to the World Council. 


There has been considerable improvement in 
the conditions of church life, due partly to gen- 
eral improvement in the economic situation and 
partly to the attitude of the government to the 
churches. The government has recently made 
provision for pensions for Orthodox priests and 
has given greater facilities for visits of church 
leaders to churches in other countries. There is 
Il freedom of worship. 


___ There are, however, still areas where religious 
education is discouraged or made difficult. 


With regard to inter-church aid there remain 
“many needs: theological education, religious 
literature, the rebuilding of 1400 destroyed 
churches, provision of religious ministry to 
isolated groups of church members. 


_ AUSTRALIA—The Rev. Daniel T. Niles of 
_ Ceylon, Chairman of the Youth Department of 
~ the World Council of Churches, is in Australia 
as chief speaker at the first Australian confer- 
ence of Christian youth, being held at Frensham, 
_ New South Wales. 


~ INDONESIA—A world survey of Chinese 
__ living abroad, including the West as well as 
_ the East, will be undertaken to determine their 
_ numbers, occupations, literacy, etc., as well as 
the size of their Christian communities. Dr. 
Winburn Thomas will conduct the survey, in 
cooperation with Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, East 
Asia Secretary for the World Council of 
‘Churches and the International Missionary 
Council, and Dr. R. P. Kramers, of the Oegst- 

» geest Society of the Netherlands. 


THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


ITALY—The Waldensians celebrated Febru- 
ary 17 as the anniversary of their liberation. 


On February 17, 1848, two young men ran 
from Turin to the Waldensian Valleys, with 
the news of the official granting of civil liberties 
to the Waldenses and Jews. When they reached 
the entrance to the Valleys, a bonfire was lighted 
—a previously arranged signal that the news 
was good. Then when the light from that fire 
became visible to the watchers on the tops of 
the next range of mountains, they, too, lit their 
fires, until all the peaks glowed with “light in 
the darkness.” Now it is the custom, on Febru- 
ary 17, in the villages where the Waldensians 
are predominant, for the Waldensian children 
to march singing through the streets to the 
morning services in the church. The day is 
spent in worship and fellowship. On the moun- 
tain tops fires are lighted on the eve of celebra- 
tion and the young people conduct a service 
to which all are invited. 


KOREA—Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., just returned from 
a survey of Korea on behalf of “One Great Hour 
of Sharing” sponsored by Church World Serv- 
ice, explained the large number of Christians 
in the U.N. camps by the fact that many North 
Korean Christians had been captured and that 
these men—both preachers and laymen—had 
immediately undertaken an evangelistic program 
among their fellow prisoners. As a consequence, 
he said, there has been a general “sweep” to- 
ward Christianity among these people, many of 
whom had never before had any real religion. 


HUNGARY — Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, 
and Methodist churches of Hungary have pro- 
tested against the report which they say falsely 
appeared in many newspapers in the West, that 
Christmas has been abolished in Hungary and 
the Christmas holidays declared ordinary work- 
ing days. They say “not only the two Christmas 
holidays but the preceding Monday were de- 
clared holidays with pay. 


FAITH AND ORDER 
EXECUTIVE MEETS 


London: The Executive Committee of the 
Faith and Order Commission of the World 
Council of Churches met from January 30 to 
February | under the chairmanship of Arch- 


bishop Yn, of Upsala, Primate of 
the Chu ; 

hnced that invitations 
to ; Conference of Faith 
and. VY at Lund, Sweden, from 
Augus be Azeen sent to the Orthodox 
ChurSkwastieH@ free churches in Russia, but 


_ definite acceptances have not yet been received, 
_ The Conference will be attended by approxi- 
mately 200 delegates and some 200 visitors, 
including representatives of Christian youth or- 
ganizations from various countries. Already 170 
delegates have been appointed by their churches. 
The Lund Conference will study reports from 
three theological commissions on (1) The doc- 
trine of the Church, (2) Ways of worship, 
(3) Intercommunion; also the relevance to 
these three topics of non-theological factors 


_ which tend to accelerate or retard church unity. 


LATIN AMERICAN YOUTH 


ARGENTINA — The third Congress of the 
Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth 
(ULAJE) was held December 9-20 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Previous meetings were held 
in Lima, Peru, in 1941, and Havana, Cuba, in 
1946. 

Main emphasis of the congress was on ecu- 
menicity and evangelism. Keynote addresses 
were given by Senora Stella P. da Silva Oliveira 
of Brazil, past president of ULAJE, and Metho- 
dist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri. Youth dele- 
gations from Puerto Rico, Cuba, Bolivia, Co- 
lombia, and Uruguay presented papers. 

Americans attending included: Wéilmina 
Rowland, secretary of youth work of the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association; Jameson Jones, fraternal 
delegate from the United Christian Youth 
Movement of Canada and the U\S.A.; and Rev. 
William Keys, New York Secretary of the 
Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches. 


; , 
MANY HAPPY RETURNS | 
| 


Professor Adolphe — 
Keller, of the Univer- ; 
sity of Zurich, paused — 
briefly in the midst of i 
a lecture tour in the 
United States to cele- ; 
brate his 80th birthday — 
on February 5. Since — 
1922 when he became Secretary-General — 
of the Central Office for Inter-Church Aid, — 
Professor Keller has worked unceasingly 
for the ecumenical movement. In 1925 he ~ 
was appointed European Secretary-Gen- — 
eral of the Universal Christian Conference i 
for Life and Work, and in 1934 he was « 
made head of the first ecumenical seminar | 
held jointly at the Universities of Geneva ~ 
and Zurich. 2 


FOR PENTECOST SERVICES — 


The World Council ‘of Churches _ 
Pentecost (June 1 this year) as an appropriat 
time for the pastor to help his congregatios 
understand the world-wide outreach and re 
tions of the local church which are implicit 7 
Christianity. 

The World Council has a poster, chure! 
bulletin cover, twelve pages of sermon an 
service suggestions, and other “helps.” Ask fo 
Pentecost Packet—25¢. é 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—__————— — 
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INDIA—A church and social hall to be used 
by Christians of various denominations is being 
erected in the working class area of Worli in 
Bombay. It will provide a place of worship for 
about 1000 Christians of that area. The church 
will be used by Anglicans, Methodists and the 
Jnited Church of North India, itself a union 
of the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 


FRANCE—A modern version of the New 
Testament in Russian is being produced with 


ern Russian version in nearly one hundred years. 


U.S.S.R.—A letter of greeting sent by the 
~ Council of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland, to the Baptists of Russia, in No- 
__-verber, 1951, has been received as evidence that 
“there can be no obstacles against friendship 
and unity between the nations,” according to a 
teply received from the All-Union Council of 
_ Evangelical-Christian Baptists, signed by its 
chairman, Y. I. Zhidkov and its general secre- 
_ tary, A. V. Karev. 


~ Note: There are about 3,200,000 members in 

the Evangelical Christian Baptist churches in 
_ Russia. They represent the Evangelicals, Pente- 
; -costals and Baptists, now united. 


~ GERMANY—The first number of a new jour- 

nal, The Voice of Orthodoxy, organ of the Or- 
‘thodox diocese in Germany of the Moscow 

Patriarchate, has just appeared. The editorial 

statement says that The Voice of Orthodoxy, 
while giving proper attention to the life of the 
Russian Orthodox Church (especially its mem- 
bers in diaspora) will at the same time aid in 
the task of the rapprochement of all non-Ortho- 
dox Christian confessions of the West, with the 
Orthodox East, on the basis of the fullness and 
truth which is the Grace of the Church.” 


SWITZERLAND—The Universal Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity was observed Janu- 
aty 18-25. This Week has been observed annu- 
ally since 1934, by Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants. 


INDIA—The Church of South India has had 
its own mission field in Papua-New Guinea for 
* the last five years. 


TIBET—Prospects of permission for Christian 
church workers to enter Tibet on Gospel tours 
are reported by workers of the Central Asian 
Mission to be favorable, subject to no further 
deterioration in the political scene. 


SWEDEN—Speaking of the new laws which 
permit citizens to leave the State Church, Arch- 
bishop Yngve Brilioth said in a recent speech: 
“The Church looks at those who will now leave 
her with a certain sadness, but without bitter- 
ness; and she must ask herself: does the fact 
that they leave have anything to do with my 
omissions and those of my servants? The Church 
is and must remain conscious of her responsi- 
bility for the spiritual life of the entire people, 
and of her duty to preach the Gospel to those 
who have turned their backs on her. It is her 
sacred privilege to symbolize in her very struc- 
ture and order, God’s open arms. . . .” 


OKINAW A—Christians in the island leprosy 
colony have met with representatives of the 
various missions and churches and expressed 
their desire to have their own independent 
church, free of denominational ties. 


BELGIUM—King Baudouin recently received, 
at the Royal Palace, a delegation from the Bel- 
gian Bible Society representing all the Protes- 
tant Churches, including the Belgian representa- 
tive of the Protestant Council of the Congo. 
The young monarch was presented with an edi- 
tion of the Synodal Bible printed on special 
paper and bound in Belgium. In accepting it, 
the King mentioned the value he attached to 
the guarantee of freedom which the churches 
and evangelical missions enjoy in Belgium and 
to the bond which the Bible formed between 
all those who claimed kinship with Jesus Christ. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Dr. Henry 
Smith Leiper, General Secretary; Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations. The Coun- 
cil unites 158 Protestant and Orthodox denomina- 
tions in 43 countries. Neither the COURIER nor 
the World Council of Churches is responsible 
for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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W. C. C. EXECUTIVE MEETING | 


by Bernard Causton, Press Officer, W.C.C., Geneva 


London: Church leaders from many countries 
have been attending the World Council of 
Churches Executive Committee meeting here, 
which met under the chairmanship of the 
Bishop of Chichester, Dr. George K. Bell. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury and four 
presidents of the World Council of Churches 
attended this meeting: Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, who 
gave hospitality to the Committee at Lambeth 
Palace; Bishop Eivind Berggrav, former Primate 
of the Church of Norway, Dr. Marc Boegner, 
President of the Federation of French Protes- 
tant Churches, and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
of the Methodist Church, U.S.A. Other Ameri- 
cans present included Mrs. Leslie Swain, the 
Rev. Robert Bilheimer, Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Dr. 
Henry Smith Leiper, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, 
Mr. Charles Parlin and Dr. Floyd Tomkins. 


After hearing Dr. Martin Niemoeller’s ac- 
count of his visit to Moscow, the Executive 
Committee issued a statement which said: 


“Dr. Martin Niemoeller emphasized that he 
had gone to Moscow on his own responsibility 
and on the invitation of the Patriarchate of 
Moscow in order to get a personal impression 
of the situation of the churches in Russia and 
to meet the Patriarch. He had been deeply im- 
pressed by the signs of spiritual vitality in both 
the Orthodox and the Protestant Churches and 
by their sense of spiritual fellowship with Chris- 
tians in other parts of the world. His discussions 
with church leaders had given him an oppor- 
tunity to explain the nature and purpose of the 
ecumenical Movement. 


“The Executive Committee expressed appre- 
ciation for Dr. Niemoeller’s report and for the 
fact that through his visit a further personal 
contact had been made with Christians in 
Russia.” 


While the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches was meeting, the death of 
King George VI of England became known. 
The Bishop of Chichester conducted a service 
of intercession attended by members of the 


Committee in the private chapel at Lambet 
Palace. Prayers were offered on behalf of th 
British Royal Family and of the people « 
Britain in their bereavement. A message « 
sympathy was sent to Elizabeth the Quec 
Mother, by the Executive Committee 


The first comprehensive report on life ar 
work of women in the Church, based on a su 
vey conducted in 50 countries both in the Ea 
and in the West was presented to the Executi* 
Committee of the World Council of Churche 
The Bishop of Chichester commended this r 
port as “epoch-making in the life of the Churck 
It had been written by Dr. Kathleen Bliss, 1 
of the twd women Doctors of Divinity in Br 
ain and Chairman of the World Council Cor 
mission on the Life and Work of Women in t 
Church. The report will be published under t) 
title: “The Service and Status of Women in t 
Churches” by the Student Christian Movemes 
London. An American edition is anticipate 
Publication in other languages is also planne 


Miss Madeleine Barot was appointed as Se 
retary of the Commission on the Life and Wo 
of Women in the Church. This position w 
formerly held by Miss Sarah Chakko, who 1 
ceived a leave of absence as President of Isabe 
Thoburn College, India, to set up the wo: 
Miss Chakko is now one of the presidents 
the World Council. Miss Barot is widely knov 
from her work in organizing CIMADE. § 
was formerly with the Y.W.C.A. 


The Executive Committee also made pla 
for the next meeting of the Central Commiti 
of the World Council of Churches which is 
be held at Lucknow, India, from December ° 
1952-January 9, 1953. It will be the first me 
ing in Asia of the 90-member Central Co 
mittee which last met in Rolle, Switzerla 
August, 1951. 


Plans for the second world assembly. of 
World Council of Churches, which is to be h 
at Evanston, Illinois, in 1954, were also un 
consideration. 
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